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However, others had to work and the staff have been busy attending an interesting First Aid course which was an excellent and informative way to spend the day inside. Unlike many first aid courses which consist of the tutor showing slides and explaining the concepts of first aid, this tutor came equipped with an interesting assortment of realistic ‘wounds’ and a variety of scenarios were acted out by volunteers, attended to and treated by the staff.
You will all be relieved to know every member of staff reacted calmly to each ‘accident’ and were praised by the tutor for the competence we showed when treating the wounded.
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(No humans were harmed during the First Aid sessions!)
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Vera’s Special Day   –   Mrs Sparkle began her day with greetings from everyone and visits from her family who had travelled long distances to be with her.  Her good friend of many years Jean also came to join in the fun.

[image: image15.jpg]


[image: image16.jpg]


Presents, balloons, food, drink and entertainment was organized by many to make sure Vera, her family and friends enjoyed every minute
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Shipwright or Shipbuilder?
It is usually considered that a shipwright not only builds or repairs a ship but also designs and plans the ship too. Whereas the shipbuilder does what it says – builds the ship!

And we have one right here in The Shelley. John arrived with a couple of his favourite models he had built at home and has recently taken up this incredible hobby again which requires a huge amount of patience and dexterity, neither of which are always readily available when trying to cut, bend and attach minute parts to the already painstakingly planked deck!

Yes, the pieces do all come in a kit with instructions but from what I have seen, the easiest thing of this hobby is opening the box, after that it is all but a simple task, the hull planks need shaping, joining and fixing, the decking also comes in strips of wood which need to be cut and laid as would the real ship’s and every tiny details requires measuring and fixing into place. The whole needs to be sanded, holes made to fit in the railings; canons fixed coming out of the canon ports all made by John.
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Here are a few John has made so far:

Nelson’s Flagship - HMS Victory, 
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So big, is sitting on top of his wardrobe leaving no room for anything else up there!

Can you imagine the time it took to build, making the individual holes in the hull for the canons, fixing them in place and just look at the rigging, each ‘rope’ threaded and fixed into place with tiny knots.

HMS Victory was launched in 1765 at Chatham Dockyard and was commissioned in 1778. She continued in active service for the next 34 years which included her most famous moment-the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. In 1812 the Victory was retired from frontline duty and anchored in Portsmouth Harbour, on the south coast of England. For the next 110 years the Victory remained at her moorings in Portsmouth Harbour fulfilling a combination of practical and ceremonial roles. In 1922, amid fears for her continued survival, the Victory was moved into Portsmouth's Royal Naval Dockyard and placed in No2 Dry Dock. Work then began on restoring the Victory to her 'fighting' 1805 condition and continues today.
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This much small tug boat – St Canute (Knut)
You can see here the deck where every detail has been cut, shaped and fixed into place.

Built in 1931 at the Frederikshavn Shipyard in Denmark, St. Canute sailed for many years as a tugboat and icebreaker in the Odense harbour under its original name St. Knud. St. Canute is 28 m long, 7.6 m broad, draws 3.80 m.

These  were the two John brought with him but last autumn he decided to take up the hobby again, starting with a sailing vessel which is larger than the tug but much smaller in scale to The Victory 
Achilles:

Although built as a Pilot Boat in the New York dockyards in 1815 with the official name Anna Maria, this speedy sloop spent much of her time as a fast mail boat
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Once back in the swing of things John came up with a plan. He had a family wedding approaching and had been struggling with ideas for an imaginative and unique gift and once again he looked into the different ships available to build and decided on The Bounty.

This was a to be the most impressive and intricate ship he would build since The Victory and all last winter he bought, prepared and began the task of bringing The Bounty to life. Worried he would not finish in time for the wedding, he carried on despite the aches that winter and cold weather punish us with and the finished item was an excellent replica to scale which he has recently learnt the newly-weds have placed pride of place in their new glass cabinet – well done John.
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HMS Bounty was originally a merchant ship called the Bethia and was built at Hull in 1784. In 1787, the ship was purchased by the Admiralty for a voyage into the deep Pacific and on 16th August 1787, with the support and recommendation of Joseph Banks, Lieutenant William Bligh RN was appointed to command the ship. Bligh had become renowned for both his skills in navigation and his knowledge of the islands in the Pacific, which he had shown from accompanying Captain Cook on his third and final voyage of circumnavigation from 1775 to 1779. She was renamed HMS Bounty to honour the patronage of the King.

On 23 December 1787, HMS Bounty departed from Portsmouth and made its way to Tenerife. Bligh was concerned for the welfare of his crew and he began to introduce plans to ensure that they remained in good health. 

After stopping at Tenerife, HMS Bounty sailed towards Cape Horn, only to be faced with violent storms. After an uncomfortable journey, she then made for the Cape of Good Hope. It is to the credit of Bligh that none of his crew suffered from ill health but throughout the journey, tensions were beginning to grow.

On 26 October 1788, HMS Bounty dropped anchor at Matavai Bay, Tahiti but the departure of the Bounty was delayed by five months. The crew had succumbed to the climate and beauty of the area, as well as the hospitality of the native people. Bligh became engrossed in his study of the island, its people and their culture. The Bounty finally departed on 5 April 1789 but tensions were becoming heightened again. 
The eventual mutiny is said to have been provoked over a trivial matter regarding the theft of some coconuts. Bligh was already becoming enraged by the growing indifference of some of the crew to their duties. Christian, in particular, was becoming increasingly agitated from receiving the brunt of Bligh's verbal attacks. Christian decided to make an honourable escape from the ship to a nearby island. After learning of the sympathy of other discontented crew members to his situation, Christian then decided it was Bligh who should leave the Bounty. On the morning of 28 April 1789, the mutineers dragged up Bligh to the deck of the ship and despite his pleas to Christian for mutual forgiveness, he was cast adrift in the launch. Nineteen other crew members who decided to remain loyal to Bligh were sent into the launch to join him.  

Now under the command of Christian, HMS Bounty returned to Tahiti to collect livestock, men and women. Christian had intended to found a settlement on Tubuai but after finding himself involved in the local conflicts there, he sailed back to Tahiti but realizing that the populated islands could not guarantee safety, Christian placed his attention on a remote uninhabited island that he had found from studying Bligh's charts, known as Pitcairn's Island. Christian displayed his own qualities of navigation and leadership in taking the Bounty over nearly 2000 miles to the incorrectly chartered territory.      

HMS Bounty reached Pitcairn's Island on 15 January 1790 and her crew began to build a settlement once it was clear that the land was inhabitable. The Bounty was stripped of all that could be put to use, and then set on fire and destroyed. 
After being cast off HMS Bounty, Bligh and his nineteen loyalists began their epic journey to the nearby Dutch colony of Timor in an overcrowded launch for nearly forty-seven days and 3,600 miles. Bligh's great achievement in this predicament was that he navigated the launch without the aid of a chart or any means of obtaining the longitude. Whilst struggling to survive, Bligh produced highly accurate charts and surveys of the seas and of the terrain, such as the Fijian Islands and the north east coast of Australia. On 17 June 1789, the launch finally reached Coupang in Timor. On the 14th March 1790, Bligh returned to Portsmouth and he went on to publish his account of the mutiny and of his voyage to Timor in the July of that year. Bligh was hailed as a hero.
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The Admiralty was determined to make an example of the mutineers and sent out HMS Pandora, under the command of Captain Edward Edwards, to apprehend them. HMS Pandora reached Matavai Bay on 23 March 1791 and fourteen of the sixteen mutineers there were arrested (the other two had been killed earlier). Unable to find Christian and his eight followers, Edwards departed from Tahiti. Unfortunately, the Pandora struck rocks on Australia's Great Barrier Reef and four more mutineers lost their lives. Finally returning to England on 19 June 1792, the surviving mutineers began their trial in the following September on the HMS Duke. Three were publicly hanged on board HMS Brunswick whilst the remainders were acquitted.

In February 1808, nearly twenty years after the mutiny, Captain Folger of the American vessel, the Topaz, landed at Pitcairn's Island, with the surprise of finding it inhabited. There, he met Alexander Smith (who was also known by the alias John Adams) the sole survivor of the mutineers, who was now the head of the community of the remote island. It was decided to leave the settlement in peace.    
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After resting all summer John has once again taken up his hobby and is in the process of building Bruma an ocean going fishing boat which was converted into a pleasure yacht. She is Spanish which fits in very well with one of John’s other hobbies - learning Spanish!
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Other outings included:
Marine Gardens

Clapham

Highdown

Devil's Dyke


From the Campbell Singers, Harvest Home, Music for Health and Eddie, to Sarah the Violinist, Shirley Verenne, Skittle Alley and a Clothes’ Show to name just a few, there was something for everyone this month.
Other entertainment provided this month was – Art & Craft, Yoga, The Spurtles, Pal O Mine, Paul Rothera, Music 4 Health, Tim West, Musical Memories and Richard Ratcliffe.



	Nov 4

Nov 11

Nov 12

Nov 18
	Geoff Field – Guitar Music

Golden Moments

John Beever - keyboard & Saxophone

Skittle Alley
	Nov 20

Nov 25

Nov 26
	Alex

Nocturnal

Pamela

	Autumn

(Charles Dickens)

We hail the merry autumn days

When leaves are turning red;

Because they’re far more beautiful

Than anyone has said;

We hail the merry harvest time

The gayest of the year;

The time of rich and bounteous crops

Rejoicing and good cheer.


	The Swallow

(Christina Rossetti)

Fly away, fly away

Over the sea,

Sun-loving swallow,

For summer is done;

Come again, come again,

Come back to me,

Bringing the summer and bringing the sun.



	Francis Bacon once said:

Age appears best in four things:

Old wood to burn

Old wine to drink

Old friends to trust and

Old authors to read

 Michael Pritchard observed:

You don’t stop laughing because you grow old: you grow old because you stop laughing.

This might help you with our final piece!




Two people are out sailing when suddenly a hand appears in the sea.

"What's this?" asked the skipper, "It looks as if someone is drowning!"

"No," explained his crew, "It's just a little wave."
Oh Dear!
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Thank you for all your contributions which we will be using over the next few issues.





Camelia - Botnar





Did we have an Indian Summer? We certainly had no other summer to speak of. Many of you managed to enjoy the sunshine and warmth in the garden most of October. 














Birthday Congratulations: 





October Outings: 





Street Performers and Buskers in Worthing 





The Black Rabbit - Arundel





Old Mill Café – Wistborough Green





Lunch Club


Every month or so Sheila and Peggy go for lunch together. There is room for one or two more – anyone interested?





Or maybe you would like a day trip somewhere?





 Residents for either of these outings buy their own lunches but The Shelley is happy to offer Peter and the van to take them where they wish (within reason!) and to coordinate it all.











October Entertainment: 





Some dates for next month’s diary: 











Richard (aka Mr Shiny Shoes) had been booked well in advance to ensure Vera had her favorite entertainer to woo her.





And the Queen attended in her own way, with a card which was delivered by special courier.





The fascinating rooms and ceilings at the Open Art Café - Rottingdean 





And Finally: 





Thanks Clare











