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Why does Easter move around so much?
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A HAPPY STORY

As an active member of the Worthing Branch of the British Polio Fellowship,     I help, as much as possible, in raising funds for the Branch.  In February this year I was fund raising in Horsham Shopping Centre.  It was a very wet morning and lots of people were out shopping.

Four young boys, aged between 6-7 years of age, approached me with a lovely smile on their face.  They each put £1 in my collection tin with no hesitation at all.  There were no adults with them, just out for the day together.  I asked them if the money was part of their pocket money, and they said yes.   I then said it will leave them with fewer sweets to buy, and they just laughed.  I said to them that they were wonderful boys and thanked them for their generosity.  

I have been fund raising in many towns for years, and this is the first time I have experienced young boys on their own giving money.  Parents and other adults will sometimes give young children money to put in the collection tin.  Also, sometimes teenagers will put money in but on the whole it is adults who give the money. 

There is too much negativity surrounding youngsters these days, and all we hear about are horror stories and sadness.  I want to share this inspiring story with others and hope that it will bring joy to your heart. This special act of kindness made my day and it has stayed in my heart ever since. 

Clare Colfer

Resident at The Shelley Care Home


The Songsters





















     As well as our weekly outings in the mini-van or walk/ride to the shops/parks etc. 
     We also have many of our favourite entertainers joining us, such as:









The Shelley does not hold, nor claim to hold the copyright on any article or photograph found in print or on the Internet.
























Poetry Mornings with Gill





Clarinet Playing with Eddie





Vintage Vocals with Corrinne





Music 4 Health with Sally





Accordionist Bing





Curtis





Easter Quizzes and Games





Grand National Afternoon
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What do these two pictures below have in common?


 Find out 


On pages 8 & 9 





Clare had a pleasant surprise, read all about it on page 7





The Tomb of St George, Lod, Israel

















In the Middle Ages the dragon was commonly used to represent the Devil. Unfortunately the many legends connected with St. George’s name are fictitious, and the slaying of the ‘Dragon’ was first credited to him in the 12th century.


St. George, so the story goes, killed a dragon on the flat topped Dragon Hill in Uffington, Berkshire, and it is said that no grass grows where the dragon’s blood trickled down!


It was probably the 12th century Crusaders however who first invoked his name as an aid in battle.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/KingsQueensofBritain/" �King Edward III� made him the Patron Saint of England when he formed the Order of the Garter in St. George's name in 1350, and the cult of the Saint was further advanced by � HYPERLINK "http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/KingsQueensofBritain/" �King Henry V�, at the battle of Agincourt in northern France.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/William-Shakespeare/" �Shakespeare� made sure that nobody would forget St. George, and has King Henry V finishing his pre-battle speech with the famous phrase, ‘Cry God for Harry, England and St. George!’


King Henry himself, who was both warlike and devout, was thought by his followers to possess many of the saint’s characteristics.
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Many Happy Returns Last Month Went To: Ron and Denis.


Other events celebrated at The Shelley this month were St David’s Day, Mothering Sunday and St Patrick’s day
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We’re on the Web!


Visit us: theshelley.com


Find us on Facebook:  TheShelley Worthing


Read Past Newsletters: theshelleynewsletters.weebly.com/


For Just Photos: theshelleyphotos.weebly.com/









































Who was St. George, and what did he do to become England’s Patron Saint?


Very little is known about St. George’s life, but it is thought he was a high ranking officer in the Roman army who was killed in around AD 303.


It seems that the Emperor Diocletian had St. George tortured to make him deny his faith in Christ. However despite some of the most terrible torture even for that time, St George showed incredible courage and faith and was finally beheaded near Lydda in Palestine. His head was later taken to Rome where it was interred in the church dedicated to him.


Stories of his strength and courage soon spread throughout Europe. The best-known story about St. George is his fight with a dragon, but it is highly unlikely that he ever fought a dragon, and even more unlikely that he ever visited England, however his name was known there as early as the eighth-century.











There have been various proposals to change the way the date of Easter is calculated. At a meeting held in Aleppo in 1997, representatives of several churches proposed that a new system be adopted from 2001, relying on actual astronomical observations rather than tables to define the dates of the vernal equinox and the full moon. 


This would have ensured that Easter occurred on the same day for both branches of the church. But the proposal was not adopted. In 1928 Britain’s parliament passed a law, which has not been implemented, that would define Easter as the Sunday after the second Saturday in April. Another proposal would define Easter as the second Sunday in April. Several churches, including the Catholic church, say they are open to the idea of setting the date of Easter in this way, so that its date varies by no more than a week. But until there is widespread agreement, its date will continue to jump around within a five-week window.
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It is just about to get more confusing...


The earliest possible date for Easter occurs when the notional full moon falls on March 21st itself, in a year in which March 21st falls on a Saturday. Easter is then celebrated on Sunday March 22nd, a rare event that last happened in 1818 and will next take place in 2285. The latest possible date for Easter occurs when there is a full moon on March 20th, so that the first full moon after March 21st falls a lunar month or 29 days later, on April 18th. If April 18th falls on a Sunday, then the special Sunday rule applies, and Easter is celebrated the following Sunday, or April 25th. This last happened in 1943, and will next happen in 2038. There is therefore a 35-day window in which Easter can fall, depending on the timing of the full moon relative to March 21st. Eastern Christianity applies the same basic rule but uses the older Julian calendar, which is currently 13 days behind the Gregorian calendar, giving a different range of possible dates. 


This can pose problems.
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According to the Bible, Jesus held the Last Supper with his disciples on the night of the Jewish festival of Passover, died the next day (Good Friday) and rose again on the third day (Easter Sunday). 
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The beginning of Passover is determined by the first full moon after the vernal equinox, which can occur on any day of the week. To ensure that Easter occurs on a Sunday, the Council of Nicaea therefore ruled in 325AD that Easter would be celebrated on the Sunday after the first full moon on or after the vernal equinox. 


But there’s a twist: if the full moon falls on a Sunday, then Passover begins on a Sunday, so Easter is then delayed by a week to ensure that it still occurs after Passover. 


To confuse matters further, the council fixed the date of the vernal equinox at March 21st, the date on which it occurred in 325AD (though it now occurs on March 20th), and introduced a set of tables to define when the full moon occurs that do not quite align with the actual astronomical full moon (which means that, in practice, Easter can actually occur before Passover).





Confused yet?
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Hail, Rain or Shine�


�The sun is shining in Worthing�Though it's raining North of the Tees,�Everything's fine at the Shelley�I've a lovely warm rug on my knees.�


We have some lovely rain today�And a very good thing too�But what about the outing?�We were going to the zoo.


�It's blowing a bit here at Worthing�And tossing things about�I saw a young person this morning�Whose brolly had turned inside out.  �


The sun is blazing hot today�And turning us all brown�I'll bet it's burning on the beach�But I don't think I'll go down.�


It's blowing half a gale today�And raining cats and dogs�So I think I'll stay in bed all day�With lots of tots of grog.�





  Page 9                                                            





























I often wonder if they met,�Though I don't believe they did,�What wondrous tales they'd have to tell�Of the eternal love of God.






































































































































Easter is early here (and there) this year, but why?


See page 4














Charles Wesley's father was a priest�And with his brother, John,�They started up the Methodist Church�Which happily still goes on.��He also wrote some lovely songs�Some, still sung today�Let's not forget at Easter�"Christ the Lord is risen today".








Yoga – Exercises with Nick – Aromatherapy – Manicures Pampering Afternoons – Art and Crafts – Communion


  Breathing Spaces - Outings in the mini-van - Shopping Trips 





For more photographs of outings and entertainment from this month, see the frame in the hall or online (see the back page for addresses)








John Newton was a sea captain�In a very wicked trade�He snatched up folk from Africa�And sold them to be slaves.��But later on his life was changed�And he became a priest�He also wrote some lovely hymns�A kind of choral feast.
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This year Easter falls on April 5th for the various branches of Western Christianity, and on April 12th for Eastern Christianity. In both cases the date of Easter can vary by more than a month, falling between March 22nd and April 25th for the Western church, and between April 4th and May 8th for the Eastern church. This in turn determines the dates of public holidays, school holidays and the timings of school terms in many countries. 











