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For more photographs of outings and entertainment from this month, see the frame in the hall or online (see the back page for addresses)

Barrow: This surname, of Anglo-Saxon origin dates back to the late 12th Century, is either a topographical name for someone who lived by a grove, or a locational name from any of the numerous places called Barrow in the UK, deriving from the Olde English pre 7th Century "bearo, bearu", meaning "grove" or "wood". It may also be a topographical name for someone who lived by a hill or burial mound. or deriving from the Olde English pre 7th Century "beorg", meaning "hill" or "barrow.The surname 

Buck: This surname with variant spelling Bucke, has a number of possible origins. Firstly, it may derive from the Old English pre 7th Century "bucca" a male goat or "bucc" a male deer, and would have originated as a nickname for a man with some fancied resemblance to the animal, e.g. strength, speed or sturdiness. Another possibility is that the name is of topographical origin, deriving from the Old English "boc" a beech tree, and would have referred to someone living by a prominent beech tree. The first recorded spelling of the family name is shown to be that of Godwig se Bucca, which was dated circa 1055, Old English Byname Register, Somerset, during the reign of King Edward the Confessor, 1042 - 1066.

Cross: Recorded in several spellings including Cross, Crosse, du Cross and Crossman, this is an English surname. It derives from the pre 7th century Old Norse word "kross", which in Middle English comprehensively displaced the Olde English form of "cruc". As a surname it has several possible origins. The first is that it may have been topographical for someone who lived near a stone cross set up by the roadside or in a market place. In a few instances the surname may have been given originally to someone who lived by a crossroads, but this sense of the word seems to have been a comparatively late development. Finally, in other cases the surname may have denoted one who carried the cross in processions of the Christian Church. 

Billing: Recorded in many spellings including Bellin, Billin, Bellon, Billing, Billings, Billion, Bellon and Belone, this is an Anglo-French and possibly Huguenot surname. It has a number of sources and origins. Firstly, it may be a diminutive or patronymic form of "Bill", itself a short form not of William but of various Germanic personal name such as Billard and Billaud, or of the Olde English pre 7th century byname "Billa". The derivation is from "bill", meaning a sword or halberd. Secondly it may be locational either from a village in Northamptonshire, recorded as Bellinge in the famous Domesday Book of 1086, and as Billinges in the Pipe Rolls of that county in 1223, or from Billinge, a village in Lancashire. Both place names are tribal and mean the settlement of the Billa people. Lastly it may be French and a form of the word "belier", meaning the ram. As such it was probably a medieval nickname for a very spirited male. 

Wood: This famous and popular English and Scottish surname is of pre 7th century Olde English origins. Recorded in several forms including Wood, Woode, Woodd, Wod, Wode and the locational Woods and Woodes, it derives from the word "wudu" meaning a forest or wood. It was originally given either as a topographical name for one who was resident by a wood, or who in the case of the plural Woods related to a person who was both resident in the wood and who obtained his livelihood from the wood, probably as a forester. The surname is first recorded in the early half of the 13th Century and appears in a great variety of records during that century. 
Our thanks to Peter who initiated this topic 



	The Meeting



	The chairs are in a circle
Just like a fairy ring
Something must be going on
Perhaps a foreign king.

Then Jeanette comes bustling in
Her hands all full of notes
It's going to be some business
When it's time to count the votes.
	
	First she tells us all the news
And the secrets we must keep
It doesn't really matter
For many are asleep.

No-one else has much to say
But on and on we plod
If anything needs deciding
We take it on the nod.



	      At last the meeting's over
      It's given us a thirst
      Surely it's time for luncheon now
      With a glass of sherry first.



	   Bronte



	The reverend Mr Bronte
A clerical gent you know 
Lived and worked in Yorkshire
A long long time ago.

He had a son called Branwell
Of whom not much to choose
For while the daughters worked and wrote
Branwell was on the booze.

	Of all the writing daughters
Emily was the queen
She wrote of heights that wuthered
Whatever that may mean.

And so the odd word Bronte
Survives in books of fame
And yet the question still remains
How did they get that name?


	The strange truth is that daddy
Just adopted it you see
When Nelson got that title
From the King of Napoli.




	The Legend of the Snowdrop 

The flower called snowdrop appears in February and is a symbol of hope. According to legend, the snowdrop became the symbol of hope when Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden. When Eve was about to give up hope that the cold winters would never end, an angel appeared. She transformed some of the snowflakes into snowdrop flowers, proving that the winters do eventually give way to the spring.

 There is an old rhyme which says:

The Snowdrop, in purest white array, 

First rears her head on Candlemas Day
Interesting Snowdrop Facts
The name snowdrop does not mean 'drop' of snow, it means drop as in eardrop - the old word for earring.

Snowdrops are also known as known as Candlemas bells.

The Latin name for the snow drop is Galanthus, which means milk flower.




Candlemas Day (the Christian festival of lights) 
The 2nd February is Candlemas Day. This ancient festival marks the midpoint of winter, halfway between the shortest day and the spring equinox. In olden times, many people used to say that the Christmas season lasted for forty days - until the second day of February. 

This feast is called Candlemas because this was the day of the year when all the candles, that were used in the church during the coming year, were brought into church and a blessing was said over them - so it was the  Festival Day (or 'mass') of the Candles.


Push The Boat Out

Meaning

     To spend generously. To spend more than one is normally accustomed to doing, often to mark a special occasion.

Origin

      This phrase originates with the literal meaning that is, pushing boats from wherever they are beached and into the water. People have for centuries built boats that were too large for an individual to move. Helping a seaman to push the boat out was an act of generosity - a similar to the modern-day act to helping to push a car that is broken down.

All At Sea
Meaning

In a state of confusion and disorder. 

Origin

This is an extension of the nautical phrase 'at sea'. It dates from the days of sail when accurate navigational aids weren't available. Any ship that was out of sight of land was in an uncertain position and in danger of becoming lost

In The Offing
Meaning

        Imminent; likely to happen soon.

Origin

This is one of the many phrases of nautical origin. It is quite simple to understand once you know that 'the offing' is the part of the sea that can be seen from land, excluding those parts that are near the shore. Early texts also refer to it as 'offen' or 'offin'.

Someone who was watching out for a ship to arrive would first see it approaching when it was 'in the offing' and expected to dock before the next tide. Something that is 'in the offing' isn't happening now or even in a minute or two, but will inevitably happen before long. 



As well as our weekly outings in the mini-van or walk/ride to the shops/parks etc. 
We also have many of our favourite entertainers joining us, such as:
 Just a Few of Our March Events

Geoff Field

Eddie

The Spurtles

Bernard


Kerri – Vocal coach and singer 
Robbie – magician

Nick
Tina Fox with The Last Resort Ukulele group to play and have a sing-along 

The Campbell Singers

Penny Fyfe “African Journey” – a talk

John Cheney

STORM


PLUS our usual
	Advert in pet shop:

“Alsatian puppy for sale, well behaved, eats anything- loves children”

(yummy)


	In a shop:

“Baby changing facilities”
(For those who don’t like or are fed up with their own?)



	Estate Agent:

“If the property appeals to you, arrange an internal examination”

Shoe Shop Window:
In front of a pair of shoes “Buy one, get one free”
	On a Sleeping Tablet Container:

“May cause drowsiness”

On The Top of a Ready Meal Package with the cooking instructions on the underside:

 “Do not turn upside down”

(Ooops – too late)

	The above  examples given to me by one our regular newsletter contributors, led me to explore the good old WWW /World Wide Web, or Internet

	Local newspaper head line:

 “Police station toilet stolen, Cops have nothing to   go on”


	On the grounds of a public school: 
  "No trespassing without permission."

	At the dry cleaners: 
 "We do not tear your clothing with machinery. We do it carefully by hand."
 


There is a reason why a professional advertising company should be used!



	In the office of a Roman doctor: "Specialist in women and other diseases."

	In a Japanese hotel: "You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid."


	In a Rome laundry: "Ladies, leave your clothes here and spend the afternoon having a good time."

	In an Acapulco hotel: "The manager has personally passed all the water served here."



	A sign in a Norwegian cocktail lounge: "Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar."

	In a Paris hotel elevator: "Please leave your values at the front desk."


	In a Yugoslavian hotel: "The flattening of underwear with pleasure is the job of the chambermaid."


	In a Zurich hotel:  "Because of the impropriety of entertaining guests of the opposite sex in the bedroom, it is suggested that the lobby be used for this purpose."










March 5th St Piran's Day – Patrion saint of Cornwall (Cornish: Kernow) and is the most famous of all the Irish saints who came to Cornwall and is said to have discovered tin.
The flag of St Piran is also the Cornish flag - white cross on a black background. It symbolises the discovery of tin by the saint as the white metal flowed from the black rock.

March 17th St Patrick's Day - Patron Saint of Ireland  is celebrated on March 17, his religious feast day and the anniversary of his death in the fifth century.
March 25th Lady Day 

British name for the Christian festival (25 March) of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary; until 1752 it was the beginning of the legal year in England, and it is still a quarter day (date for the payment of quarterly rates or dues).
March 31st Oranges and Lemons. 
In the days when the River Thames at London was wider than it is now, barges carrying oranges and lemons landed just below the churchyard of St. Clements Dane. On the last day of March, local primary school children gather at the church to attend a service. They recite the famous nursery ' rhyme and, on occasions, play the tune on hand bells. At the end of the service, the children are presented with an orange and a lemon from a table outside the church . 

The nursery' ' rhyme, which begins with the lines: 

'Oranges and lemons

Say the bells of St Clement's'





The Shelley does not hold, nor claim to hold the copyright on any article or photograph found in print or on the Internet.
February


Gemstone – Amethyst


Flower - Primrose





























Weather-lore, beliefs and sayings for February


It is said that if the weather is fine and frosty at the close of January and the beginning of February, there is more winter ahead than behind.


When the cat lies in the sun in February


She will creep behind the stove in March.





Of all the months of the year


Curse a fair February.





If it thunders in February, it will frost in April.





If February give much snow,


A fine summer it doth foreshow.
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Marjorie and Barbara














And Valentine’s Day was Celebrated with yummy things





























The previously made pots were painted and the winter storms braved
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Many Happy Returns To:





Entertainment and Outings
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The word 'March' comes from the Roman 'Martius'. This was originally the first month of the Roman calendar and was named after Mars, the god of war.


March used to be the first month of the year and was the beginning of our calendar year. We changed to the 'New Style' or 'Gregorian calendar in 1752, and it is only since then when we the year began on 1st January.


 


Another name for March The Anglo-Saxons called the month Hlyd monath which means Stormy month, or Hraed monath which means Rugged month. 









































Then we go abroad and look at notices that are being used to help English speakers – or not!
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We’re on the Web!


Visit us: theshelley.com


Find us on Facebook:  TheShelley Worthing


Read Past Newsletters: theshelleynewsletters.weebly.com/


For Just Photos: theshelleyphotos.weebly.com/
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Origins - Snowdrop








Restaurants should take care how they advertise!
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February: 





February, along with January, was introduced onto the Roman calendar by Numa Pompilous when the calendar was extended from ten to twelve. The word February comes from the word februa - which means cleansing or purification, and reflects the rituals undertaken before Spring.


























Next Month
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Fred and Henry came back - with a few new tricks                      





And finally
































































































































Borrowed Days





The last three days of March were said to be borrowed from April. 





March said to April


I see 3 hoggs (hoggets, sheep) upon a hill;	


And if you’ll lend me dayes 3


I’ll find a way to make them dee (die).


The first o’ them wus wind and weet,


The second o‘ them wus snaw and sleet,


The third o‘ them wus sic a freeze


It froze the birds ‘nebs (noses) to the trees.


When the 3 days were past and gane


The 3 silly hoggs came hirpling (limping) hame.� 








March


Gemstone – Bloodstone


Flower - Jonquil
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Yoga – Exercises with Nick – Aromatherapy – Manicures Pampering Afternoons - Art – Communion


  Breathing Spaces - Outings in the mini-van - Shopping Trips 





Residents Contributions:    John’s Rhymes            








Origins - Well Known Sayings     




















Now We Are In March








Weather-lore, beliefs and sayings





Like most months, March weather lore has many old sayings to guide us:





'When March comes in like a lion it goes out like a lamb.'





'A dry March and a wet May


Fill barns and bays with corn and hay.'





'As it rains in March so it rains in June.'





'March winds and April showers


Bring forth May flowers.'











Residents Contributions:  Surnames











Zoe brought some large yellow bouncy things and Nick some long yellow twangy things!
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