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REPORTER: Helen Back

After a short time with us as activities
co-ordinator Becky has sadly left The Shelley.
In an exclusive interview with THE SHELLEY
NEWSLETTER she told this reporter:

“It was an honour to have had the pleasure to
spend time with such lovely people, all different
and special in their own unique way, and as
Bebe would say.... It was tickety boo!”

Becky has promised to pop back to share a joke
and a cup of tea with us some time soon.

The great news is that after a very large number
of applicants, we have a new co-ordinator

lined up called Mel, who will be starting
officially with us in the first week of March

and will work Monday to Wednesday, with

Pete continuing Thursday to Saturday.

itwas moments ater tisphoto
ecy disappeor from The Sherley!

From the editor

Thanks for all the feedback from the last newsletter,
and all of the great poems and contributions -
there were so many I can’t get them all in this
edition, but please keep them coming!

From the comments | got, | know that you
enjoyed spotting the deliberate grammatical
mistooks and speling errors, but to keep things
fresh and interesting this edition doesn’t have a
single onel
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A relieved Abdul is back at The Shelley, after he got
more than he baragined for during his holiday to
visit family in The Gambia!

All was going well during his 3 week holiday in the
Gambian capital of Serekunda, when the
outgoing President Yahya Jammeh refused to
accept the results of a recent election. The
President elect Adama Barrow (middle left) went
into exile in neighbouring Senegal, and troops
took to the streets with tanks, and the air was filled
with the sound of helicopter gunships and fighter
planes. The British Government ordered an
evacuation of all it’s citizens, and a travel ban was
imposed, suspending all flights out of The Gambia
but Abdul stayed behind to be with his family.

“There was a nervous tension in the air” said
Abdul. “All schools, shops and businesses closed,
and there was a curfew in the evening.”

Luckily Abdul had a well stocked dry store of

_ food to keep his family going, and he was able

§ to keep track of what was going on by using the
internet to follow the unfolding events, as well
as communicate with other friends and family.

“Every morning | would go out into the street

and exchange news and information with my

neighbours, and together we were able to get
a picture of what was happening.”

Luckily the drama was relatively short-lived as

the out going president reluctantly agreed to

leave the country and the democratically elected
President Barrow returned, although it took some
time before flights were restored and so Abdul was
able to return back to The Shelley a week later than
originally planned. Welcome back Abdul!
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A PART OF HISTORY

January 30th 1965:
WINSTON CHURCHILL'S FUNERAL

Shelley resident Andrew has better reason than
many to remember the solemn, but momentous
occasion of Winston Churchill’s funeral, as he
was in the centre of events in his role as assistant
virger* at St Paul’s Cathedral.

On Churchill’s death on Sunday 24th January, a
well drilled plan called ‘Operation Hope Not’
sprung into action that had been in place since
Churchill had suffered a stroke some years
before, and amazingly the funeral was
planned for just 6 days after Churchill‘s death.

In the days leading up to the funeral, one
of Andrew’s main roles was keeping the press
away from photographing the preparations.

On the day of the funeral, Andrew was up at the
crack of dawn, making his way from his home

in South London to St Paul’s, yet even by
daybreak the streets were filled with members
of the public come to send ‘“Winnie’ off.

Dignitaries from over 100 countries were in
attendance, along with members of the Royal
family, and the great and the good of British
society and it was Andrew’s role to escort

them to their places. “With that many important
people from around the globe - Kings, Queens &
heads of state, the atmosphere was electric”
recalls Andrew, “There was one moment when |
caught a glimpse of myself on a BBC TV monitor
as | walked down the aisle with the dignitaries,
and | realised that | was on live television being
beamed across the world - my heart was in my
mouth!”

From St Paul’s, Churchill’s body was taken by boat
up the Thames, and then by a special funeral train
to his final resting place in Hanborough, nr Oxford.

It was a day that will live long in many people’s
memories, and one that Andrew will never forget.

* EDITOR’S NOTE ‘virger’ is the correct spelling of the post at St Paul’s
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There was a young man who said "Damn!
| perceive with regret that | am
But a creature that moves

In predestinate grooves
I'm not even a bus, I'm a tram
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There was a young man of Japan
Whose limericks never would scan.
When they asked him why,
He said, with a sigh,
"It's because | always try to get as many words into the last line as | possibly can”
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The limerick packs laughs anatomical
Into space that is quite economical.
But the good ones I've seen
So seldom are clean
And the clean ones so seldom are comical.
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THE LAND BETWEEN THE SEA
by John B

There is a land between the sea.
It's the place that | love best,
And if you want to find it
Just keep on going West.

The north is bound with mighty cliffs
And sometimes there's a wind
That hurls the surf against the rocks
In a terrifying din.

The south is far more gentle
With coves and fields of green.
It somehow seems more friendly
A cosy sort of scene.

The far west has a special light,
Very clear and bright.
Not sure what's the cause of it -
There's magic there all right.

Inland there is moorland,
Bleak and scarce a tree,
But somehow there is beauty
Or so it seems to me.

They say that it's all different now
But | doubt if that can be,

| do not think they'll ever change
The Land Between the Sea.
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This poem by John Nye tells of a chance brief
meeting on the South Coast with the daughter
of a teacher from Lancing College

ENID by John Nye

He glimpsed her at the school-house door,
In sunlight, golden-fair,
Nor had he seen her like before
Bejewelled in flaxen hair.

Her father was a Master stern,
And watchful of her ways.
Slim chance there was the boy should earn
The faintest of his praise.

And then one day long lingering hope
Returned him to the place,
Ina time-capsuled envelope
He met her face to face.

They talked of school for they were both
At sixth form in the town,
And hoping academic growth
Would lead to cap and gown.

Since he to London must return
To find his future there,
There started in his heart to burn
A kind of bleak despair.

Their pathways crossed one brief time yet
To say a fond goodbye,
But Enid he cannot forget
And sometimes he will cry.
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Some highlights of the treats in store for March -

Historian Kevin comes into talk about some
of the interesting places in the area that make up
the basis of his new book ‘50 Gems of Sussex’

An afternoon for art lovers!

New speaker Craig comes in to The Shelley to talk
about art appreciation, using The Wallace Collection
including the Laughing Cavalier (left) as the basis
for his discussion.

A day celebrating Italy.

Pizza making in the morning

(to be eaten at lunch time!)

Followed by Jessica singing

Italian songs in the afternoon =
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Without doubt one of our most popular
entertainers, Dean returns to sing songs
of the Rat Pack, as well as give us his
uncanny Norman Wisdom impersonation.
Always a joy - this is one not to miss.

There are activities & entertainemnt on every day
including Gardening Club, Poetry with Gill, Daniel’s
Choir Group, Tai Chi, Yoga etc.

Other dates to look out for include:
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Jo & Simon are busy
cooking eggs in the Kitchen.
Find the 11 dishes on the menu.
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boiled / scrambled / fried
poached / pancakes / omelette
frittata / deviled / eggnog
tortilla / curried




